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European Institutions and Policies
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ESSCA -School of Management; Office J1923

Direct phone +33 241 73 57 75
E-mail: thomas.hoerber@essca.fr

Teaching language: English
Total number of hours: 26

Course contents

The course explains the emergence of the institutions of the European Union, the current
institutional framework and its decision-making process.

It will also cover two important case studies of European Policies, i.e. European Energy &
Environmental Policies and European Space Policy.

At the end of the course, the question will be asked, What is Europe?

This course will depend on student participation. In addition to intelligent questions and
discussions, students are required to read all texts in the reader, as provided in the
‘Readings’ for each session. Another reference should be picked from the list of Readings
for each session so that every students comes prepared to each session with at least two
text previously read.

For each session, there is also a planned ‘student activity’. Please prepare for a
discussion, questions and answers to the proposed subjects.

Course schedule

Session 1: Introduction
» Presentation of the course
» The Schuman Declaration 9 May, 1950

» Student activity: Discussion of the guiding ideas of European
integration

Readings:
Robert Schuman, The Schuman Declaration, 9 May 1950, as handed out in the reader.

Session 2: The institutional framework and the decision-making process
» Why was the EU created?: The background of World War II
» The European Commission as supranational institution
» The European Council as intergovernmental institution
» The European Parliament as democratic representation
» The decision-making process in the institutional triangle
» A survey of other major European institutions
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» Student activity: Comparison of public opinion in different states of the
EU using public opinion polls. Are the national concerns so very
different from state to state? Are you able to identify
similarities/differences between the national views?

Readings:
Hans & Sophie Scholl, extracts from a leaflet of the "White Rose Movement"
1942, as handed out in the reader

Jean Monnet, The Algiers Memorandum, 5 August 1943, as handed out in the reader
Anne Deighton, Building postwar Europe, Macmillan, 1995, Chs. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8
Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union, Palgrave, 2005, Part II

Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, Debates on European Integration, Palgrave, 2006, Part IlI
James Humphreys, Negotiating the EU, Century, 1997, Chs. 2, 3,5

Beate Kohler-Koch, Debating the Democratic Legitimacy of the EU, Rowman & Littlefield,
2007, Chs. 4,5, 6

John McCormick, Understanding the EU, Macmillan, 2000, Ch. 4
Neil Nudget, EU Enlargement, Palgrave, 2004, Ch. 8
Ben Rosamund, Theories of European Integration, Macmillan, 2000, Chs. 6, 7

Session 3: Post war Europe
» Destruction
» Rebuilding
» And Marshall Aid

» Student activity: What is the importance of history for the present? See
H.-G. Gadamer, ‘Hermeneutics’, e.g. Truth and Method

Readings:

George C. Marshall, Speech at Harvard, 5 June 1947, as handed out in the reader
Oliver Daddow, Britain and Europe since 1945, MUP 2004, Ch. 2

Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union, Palgrave, 2005, Ch.1

Tony Judt, A grand lllusion ?, Penguin, 1997, Ch. 1

John McCormick, Understanding the EU, Macmillan, 2000, Ch. 2

Jean Monnet, Memoirs, Collins, 1978, Chs. 6, 7, 8, 9, 11

Craig Parsons, A certain Idea of Europe, Cornell UP, 2006, Chs. 1, 2

Simon Sweeney, Europe, the State and Globalisation, Longman, 2005, Ch. 4

Session 4: The emergence of the institutions of the European Union
» the theories and actions of Jean Monnet
» the innovative character of the European institutions
» Enlargement
» Student activity: Discuss different integration theories

Readings:
Jean Monnet, Memorandum to Robert Schuman and Georges Bidault, May 1950, as
handed out in the reader

Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union, Palgrave, 2005, Chs. 3,5
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Francois Duchéne, Jean Monnet, Norton, 1994, Chs. 4, 5, 6

Birgit Hegge, SMEs and European Integration, Routledge, 2002, Ch. 7

Maria Jespen, Unwrapping the European Socail Model, Policy Press, 2006, Ch. 7
Tony Judt, A grand lllusion ?, Penguin, 1997, Ch. 2

Jean Monnet, Memoirs, Collins, 1978, Chs. 10, 15, 16, 17

Neil Nudget, EU Enlargement, Palgrave, 2004, Chs. 1, 3, 4

Simon Sweeney, Europe, the State and Globalisation, Longman, 2005, Ch. 7
Jan Zielonka, Europe unbound, Routledge, 2002, Chs. 5, 6, 12

Session 5: Institutional Reform
» Institutional reform proposals for the EU
» The constitutional debate between 2000 and 2008
» The work of the European Convention

» Student activity: Discussion - What is a constitution? List as many
different types of constitution as you can. Does the EU have a
constitution? Is it important for the EU to have a constitution?

Readings:

From Confederacy to Federation - Thoughts on the finality of European integration”
Speech by Joschka Fischer at the Humboldt University in Berlin, 12 May 2000, as handed
out in the reader

Tony Judt, A grand lllusion?, Penguin, 1997, Ch. 3

Beate Kohler-Koch, Debating the Democratic Legitimacy of the EU, Rowman & Littlefield,
2007, Chs. 1,2

T. R. Reid, The United States of Europe, Wheeler Publication, 2005
Larry Siedentop, Democracy in Europe, Penguin, 2000, Ch. 5

Session 6: Enlargement and Treaties
» The borders of Europe
» Institutional consequences of past and future enlargements
» Neighbourhood Policy and preparation for Membership
» The Treaty of Lisbon

» Student activity: Prepare reports on the current status of accession
negotiations with selected states.

Readings:
Winston Churchill, Speech in Zurich, 19 September 1946, as handed out in the reader

Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union, Palgrave, 2005, Chs. 4, 6

Francois Duchéne, Jean Monnet, Norton, 1994, Chs. 7, 8, 9

Jean Monnet, Memoirs, Collins, 1978, Chs. 12, 13, 14

Andrew Moravcsik, The Choice for Europe, Cornell UP, 1999, Ch. 2

Nicolas Moussis, Guide to European Policies, European Study Service 2001, Ch. 2
Craig Parsons, A certain Idea of Europe, Cornell UP, 2006, Chs. 4, 6
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Session 7: Case Study: European Energy and Environmental Policy
» The founding energy Treaties
» Environmental degradation
» A European Environmental Conscience
» Student activity: Why are energy and environmental policies important?
How have they changed?

Readings:
Thomas Hoerber, The Origins of Energy and Environmental Policy in Europe — The
beginnings of a European environmental conscience, Routledge, London, 2013

Pamela M. Barnes, Thomas C. Hoerber (eds.), Sustainable Development and Governance
in Europe — The evolution of the discourse on sustainability, Routledge, London, 2013

Session 8: Case Study: European Space Policy
» Intergovernmentalism vs. Supranationalism
» The European Space Agency (ESA)
» The growing importance of space
» EU-ESA relations
» Student activity: Why is space policy important? What potential for the
future?

Readings:
Thomas Hoerber (ed.), ‘New Horizons for Europe — A European Studies Prespective on
European Space Policy’, in: Space Policy, Vol. 28, Issue 2, May 2012

Thomas Hoerber, ‘The European Space Agency (ESA) and the European Union (EU) —
The next step on the road to the stars’, in: Journal of Contemporary European Research
(JCER), Vol. 5, No 3 (2009), pp. 405-414

Session 9: What is Europe?
» Geography
» Culture
» A kind of a United States of Europe
» Student activity: What is Europe? Where does Europe start, where
does it end?
Readings:
Furio Cerutti, A Soul for Europe, Peeters, 2001, Ch. 6
Anthony Everitt, Europe united or divided by Culture, Institute of Welsh Affairs, 2008, Chs.
1,2,3,6
Oliver Schmidtke (ed.), Europe’s last Frontier, Palgrave, 2008, Chs. 1, 7, 10
Jan Zielonka, Europe unbound, Routledge, 2002 Chs. 2, 3, 4
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